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Amna Mehmood, Gujranwala

Analytical Analysis of Poem

"The Gratitude in Honour Of The The Holy Prophet (PBUH)"
By : Mikhail Lermontoy

Preface:

The wide spread promulgation of Islam, after its emergence
in Makkah, successful practical embodiment in Madinah ,
achievements of Islamic expeditions in the surroundings areas and
conquests of Muslims commanders extended to the western doors
compelled the western orthodox religious and political thinkers
and philosophers to allege Islam a religion extended to the world's
corner by the force of sword .The reason was not only the fear to
be conquered but also the alarming rate of converters to Islam .The
same view is seen in Bernard Lewis words.

He says:

"For almost a thousand years ... Europe was  under

constant threat. In the early centuries it was a double

threat-not only of invasion and conquest, but also of
conversion and assimilation.”"(1)

The hostile behaviour against every new religion is the
natural phenomena because it threatens all the old barriers and
established theocracy with strong contrary philosophy .The same
was the case with Islam, but the criticism on Islam was always
been defended very well. The misinterpretation of the western
biased and prejudiced thinkers about Islam was rectified not only

by the impartial westerns titans themselves but also by many
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others .They came up with the idea that the fast flourishing of
Islam is due to the personality of The Prophet Muhammad ¥ and
the eternal message of Allah Almighty in the form of The Holy
Quran. A distinct Hindu leader supported the idea in such
promising words:
M. k. Gandhi says:
"...i became more than ever convinced that it was not the
sword that won a place for Islam in those days in the
scheme of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the utter
self-effacement of the prophet, the scrupulous regard for
his pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and
followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute
trust in God and his own mission. These, and not the
sword carried everything before them and surmounted
every trouble.”" (2)
The renowned Russian writer Count Leo Nikolayevich
Tolstoi says:
"I wanted to know the best of the life of one who holds
today an undisputed sway over the hearts of millions of
mankind.... I became more than ever convinced that it
was not the sword that won a place for Islam in those
days in the scheme of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the
utter self- effacement of the Prophet the scrupulous
regard for pledges, his intense devotion to his friends
and followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his

absolute trust in God and in his own mission."” (3)
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So, the image of the Holy Prophet #¥ was revived over the
time, when the western people tried to study Islam by putting their
insecurities aside. Being a true and naturalistic religion Islam
influenced them to such an extent that couldn't compel themselves
from giving vent to their feelings and emotions about it. Along
with the hostile writings we find a lot many writers and poets
utilizing their abilities to bring a true image of the Prophet
Muhammad #¥ before the world .The poets, related to any literal
tradition of the world, have manipulated their skills in the praise
of the Prophet Muhammad i along with the prose writers . The
Russian literature is rich from the point of view of the praise
worthy pieces of poetry in the appreciation of the Prophet
Muhammad #%¥. Alaxender Pushkin was among them, whose
poem "The Prophet" was under consideration in previous feature.
Mikhail Lermontov another Russian poet , who was inspired by
the Pushkin's inclination towards Islam, had sequenced his words
in the honour the Prophet Muhammad #¥ in his poem The
Prophet .Here is his life and achievements along with the critical
analysis of the poem
Introduction:

Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov October 15 1814 - July
271841) was Russian Romantic writer, poet and painter,
sometimes called "the poet of the Caucasus", the most important
Russian poet after Alexander Pushkin's death in 1837 and the
greatest figure in Russian Romanticism. His influence on later

Russian literature is still felt in modern times, not only through his
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poetry, but also through his prose, which founded the tradition of
the Russian psychological novel.
Early life:

Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov was born in Moscow into a
respectable noble family, and grew up in the village ofTarkhany
(now Lermontovo in Penza Oblast). His paternal family descended
from the Scottish family of Learmonth, one of whom settled in
Russia in the early 17th century, during the reign (1613-1645) of
Mikhail Fyodorovich Romanov. The 13th-century Scottish poet
Thomas the Rhymer (Thomas Learmonth) is thus claimed as a
relative of Lermontov. The only ascertainable genealogical
information states that the poet descended from Yuri (George)
Learmont, a Scottish officer in the Polish-Lithuanian service who
settled in Russia in the middle of the 17th century (4,5,6)

After his mother 's death he spent a spoilt and luxurious life
with his grandmother.(7,8,9).The grandmother sared no expense
to provide the young Lermontov with the best schooling and
lifestyle that money could buy. He received an extensive home
education, became fluent in French and German, learned to play
several musical instruments and proved a gifted painter.(10,11)

A German pedagogue, Levy, who succeeded Capet,
introduced Mikhail to Goethe and Schiller. He didn't stay for long
and soon another Frenchman, Gendrot, replaced him, soon joined
by Mr. Windson, a respectable English teacher recommended by
the Uvarov family. Later Alexander Zinoviev, a teacher of Russian

literature, arrived. The intellectual atmosphere in which
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Lermontov grew up resembled that experienced by Aleksandr
Pushkin, though the domination of French had begun to give way
to a preference for English, and Lamartine shared popularity with
Byron.(12,13,14)

In February 1829 Lermontov took exams and joined the 5th
form of the Moscow University's boarding-school for the nobility's
children. Here his personal tutor was poet Alexey Merzlyakov,
alongside Zinoviev, who taught Russian and Latin. (15) Under
their influence the boy started to read a lot, making the best of his
vast home library, which included books by Mikhail
Lomonosov,Gavrila Derzhavin, Ivan Dmitriev, Vladislav Ozerov,
Konstantin Batyushkov, Ivan Krylov, Ivan Kozlov, Vasily
Zhukovsky, and Alexander Pushkin.[16] Soon he started editing
an amateur student journal.

Adult Age:

Attending lectures faithfully, Lermontov would often read a
book in the corner of the auditorium, and never took part in
student life, making exceptions only for incidents involving
grand-scale trouble-making. He took an active part in the
notorious 1831 Malov scandal (when a jeering mob drove the
unpopular professor out of the auditorium), but wasn't formally
reprimanded (unlike Hertzen, who found himself incarcerated).
(17,18)

Concealing his literary aspirations from friends (relatives
Alexey Stolypin and Nikolai Yuriev among them), Lermontov

became an expert in producing scabrous verses (like "Holiday in
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Petergof", "Ulansha", and "The Hospital") which were published
in a school's amateur magazine Shkolnaya Zarya (School-Years'
Dawn) under monikers "Count Diarbekir" and "Stepanov". These
pieces earned him much notoriety and, with a hindsight, caused
harm, for when in July 1835 for the first time ever his poem
"Khadji-Abrek" was published (in Biblioteka Dlya Chteniya,
without its author's consent: Nikolai Yuriev took the copy to Osip
Senkovsky and he furthered it to print), many refused to take the
young author seriously.(19,20)
Nazimov wrote years later:
"Lermontov often visited us and talked of all sort of
things, personal, social and political. I have to say, we
hardly understood each other... We were unpleasantly
surprised by the chaotic nature of his views, which were
rather vague. He appeared to be a low-brow realist,
unwilling to let his imagination fly, which was strange,
considering how high his poetry soared on its mighty
wings. He mocked some of the government's reforms -
the ones we couldn't even dream of in our poor youth.
Certain essays, promoting the most progressive
European ideas which we were so enthusiastic about, -
for who could have ever thought it possible for such
things to be published in Russia /% - left him cold. When
approached with a straightforward question, he either
kept silent or tried to get away with some sarcastic

remark. The more we knew him, the more difficult it was
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for us to take him seriously. There was a spark of

original thought in him, but he was still very young."(21)

In mid-1832 Lermontov, accompanied by grandmother,
travelled to Saint Petersburg, with a view of joining the Saint
Petersburg University's second-year course. This proved
impossible and, unwilling to repeat the first year, he enrolled into
the prestigious School of Cavalry Junkers and Ensign of the
Guard, under pressure from his male relatives but much to
Arsenyeva's distress. Having passed the exams, on November 14,
1832, Lermontov joined the Life-Guard Hussar regiment as a
junior officer.(22,23)

Still keeping his passions secret, he took a keen interest in
Russian history and medieval epics, which would be reflected in
The Song of the Merchant Kalashnikov and Borodino, as well as a
series of popular ballads. During what he later referred to as "four
wasted years" he finished "Demon", wrote Boyarin Orsha, The
Tambov Treasurer's Wife and Masquerade, his best-known drama.
Through Rayevsky he became acquainted with Andrey Krayevsky,
then the editor of Russky Invalid's literary supplement, in a couple
of years' time to become the editor of the influential
journalOtechestvennye Zapiski.(24 )

Among officers Lermontov had his admirers and detractors.
Generals Pavel Grabbe and Apollon Galafeyev both praised the
young man for his reckless bravery. According to Baron
Rossilyon, though, "Lermontov was an unpleasant and scornful

man, always eager to seem special. He boasted his bravery - the
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one thing one was not supposed to be that proud of in the
Caucasus, where bravery was business as usual. He led the gang of
dirty thugs who, without ever using firearms, charged Chechen
auls, led partisan wars and were calling themselves 'the Lermontov
army'."(25)

Private Life:

Mikhail Lermontov was a romantic who seemed to be
continuously struggling with strong passions. Not much is known
about his private life, though, in verses dedicated to the loved ones
his emotional strife seemed to have been exaggerated, while
rumours concerning his real life adventures were unreliable and
occasionally misguiding.[24]

Lermontov's love for Lopukhina (Bakhmetyeva) proved to be
the only deep and lasting feeling of his life. His unfinished drama
Princess Ligovskaya was inspired by it, as well as two characters
in A Hero of Our Times, Princess Mary and Vera (26). In his 1982
biography John Garrard wrote: "The symbolic relationship
between love and suffering is of course a favorite Romantic
paradox, but for Lermontov it was much more than a literary
device. He was unlucky in love and believed he always would be:
hate had ordained it."(27)

Death:

In Pyatigorsk Lermontov enjoyed himself, feeding on his
notoriety of a social misfit, his fame of a poet second only to
Pushkin and his success with A Hero of Our Time. Meanwhile, in

the same salons his Cadet school friend Nikolai Martynov, dressed
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as a native Circassian, wore a long sword, affected the manners of

a romantic hero not unlike Lermontov's Grushnitsky character.

Lermontov teased Martynov mercilessly until the latter couldn't

stand it anymore. On July 25, 1841 Martynov challenged his

offender to a duel. (28)] The fight took place two days later at the

foot of Mashuk mountain. Lermontov allegedly made it known

that he was going to shoot into the air. Martynov was the first to

shoot and he aimed straight into the heart, killing his opponent on

the spot (29). On July 30 Lermontov was buried, without military

honours, thousands of people attending the ceremony.

Works by Mikhail Lermontov :

Prose:

® Vadim (1832, unfinished; published in 1873)

® Princess Ligovskaya (Knyaginya Ligovskaya, 1836,
unfinished novel first published in 1882)

® "Ashik-Kerib" (the Turkish fairytale, 1837, first published in
1846)

® A Hero of Our Time 1840; 1842, 2nd edition; 1843, 3rd
edition), novel

Dramas:

® Spanyards (Ispantsy, tragedy, 1830, published 1880)

® Menschen und Leidenschaften (1830, published 1880)

® A Strange Man (Stranny tchelovek, 1831, drama/play
published 1860)

® Masquerade (1835, first published in 1842)

® Two Brothers (Dva brata, 1836, published in 1880)
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Arbenin (1836, the alternative version of Masquerade,

published in 1875)

Poems:

The Circassians (Tcherkesy, 1828, published in 1860)

The Corsair (1828, published in 1859)

The Culprit (Prestupnik, 1828, published in 1859)

Oleg (1829, published in 1859)

Julio (1830, published in 1860)

Kally ("The Bloody One", in Circassian, 1830, published in
1860)

The Last Son of Freedom (Posledny syn volnosti, 1831-1832,
published in 1910)

Azrail (1831, published in 1876)

Confession (Ispoved, 1831, published in 1889)

Angel of Death (Angel smerti, 1831; published in 1857 - in
Germany; in 1860 - in Russia)

The Sailor (Moryak, 1832, published in 1913)

Ismail-Bei (1832, published in 1842)

A Lithuanian Woman (Litvinka, 1832, published in 1860)

Aul Bastundji (1834, published in 1860)

The Junkers Poems ("Ulansha", "The Hospital", "Celebration
in Petergof", 1832-1834, first published in 1936)
Khadji-Abrek (1835, Biblioteka Dlya Chtenya)

Mongo (1836, published in 1861)

Boyarin Orsha (1836, published in 1842)

Sashka (1835-1836, unfinished, published in 1882)
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® The Song of the Merchant Kalashnikov (Pesnya kuptsa
Kalashnikova, 1837)
® Borodino (1837)

Tambov Treasurer's Wife (Tambovskaya Kaznatcheysha,
1838)

The Fugitive (Beglets, circa 1838, published in 1846)

Demon (1838, published in 1856 in Berlin)

The Novice (Mtsyri, in Georgian, 1839, published in 1840)
Valerik (1840)

The Prophet (1841)

The Children's Fairytale (Detskaya skazka, 1839, infinished,
published in 1842)

The paraphrase of the poem by Mikhail Lermentov
THE PROPHET
Since that time when the highest court
Had given me the prophet's vision,
In eyes of men I always caught
The images of sin and treason.
& “%}é\agdf(fgécwbu
These lines stipulate the blessings of the Prophet hood on the
Prophet Muhammad i by Allah Almighty. In a very poetic
manner, the poet describes that His g prophetic vision is so clear
that He #¥ even can perceive the images of misdeeds and
treachery in the eyes of the men. Allah Almighty has taken out the

curtain of unknowingness from His eyes ,so by the light of the
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blessing His eyes can penetrate to the men's heart to trace the
wrong doings .The ability is given to Him ¥ as to judge the
people truly as He %% is the saviour of the whole mankind.

Then I began to promulgate

The clear love's and truth's commandment:

At me all humans threw for that

Hard sticks and stones, like the madmen.
CJ/“JJ}(G/)WL ahékﬁ@béé?‘mch uﬁ/"‘jzzé c:uLaf.ﬂ./“.%‘

-LV/./;;MU%U/?ZC/JU}?Q}Luﬁuﬁjbg J(zuu}/

In these lines the poet hints towards the Taif journey by the
Holy Prophet. When Allah Almighty gave Him the mandate to
publicize the sacred message of love and truthfulness to the
people, He #¥ decided to convey the message to people of Taif
He #¥ met the tribal chieftain there to make them listen the
eternal message of truth but they were proved to be stone hearted.
In spite of accepting it they asked the wandering boys to persuade
Him with stones and sticks. In the incident He was badly injured
even His shoes were filled with the blood running from the
injuries. The poet's intention is to highlight the hardships and
sufferings which the beloved Prophet of Allah Almighty had to
endure for the accomplishment of His mission.

I put sackcloth and ashes on,

And ran -- a beggar -- from the town,

And there I live in desert lone,

Like birds, on food that God sends down;
/Lf’uyuﬁd}}g d/cg’lau&ﬁlu%lg d/f;) .,«/Lla L J/d/p”'
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The stanza puts light on the dissatisfaction of the Prophet
Muhammad /¥ with the social norms and traditions of his time
.The darkness of illiteracy, worship of idles 'violation of moral
values and rights of mankind all bothered Him #¥ in such a way
that He 4% used to go to the desert of Arabia leaving behind His
polluted society for many days .He #§ went there to console his
soul and mind through meditation and intervention. He i
remained all alone without any special support with little food and
drink. He ¥ relied only on Allah in the vast barron .It is the
reference towards His habit to go to the mount of Hira. Where He
#¥ went as routine till the time when Jibreel came with the sacred
message of Allah. It was the indication that He #¥ wanted to find
the connection with Allah .Further, the poet says that there His
only food was the remembrance of Allah, the truthful god, like the
birds which are the true admirer of Allah and His vast universe.

Here earthly creatures serve me right,

The laws of the Lord obeying;

And stars here hear me in night,

With their rays, like babies, playing
c:«lué@lL _';«G'}g&/’ﬂ/“uﬁ NP ﬁJaLélL}/.,_ﬁsz
G LS e I S el Qe sl R I M

,LBC"L{LU’U:C)G/J’}EA’UZ Bgu.% d/u’c Usel Usb sl

The poet here very delicately points towards the grandeur and
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high stature of The Prophet Muhammad ¥ by describing that all
the creatures in the desert of Arabia were in the service of The
Prophet Muhammad HF All along with Him submitted themselves
to the obedience of Allah . Here we find that the poet might refer
to the events when the trees and stones were giving witness to His
Prophet hood .In the next lines the poet talks about the stars at
night hear His conversation with Allah all the night .The stars
became the symbol of Allah 's blessings that special rays were
spreading from them and He i got comfort as a baby finds in
playing with his toys . In other words it may be a reference
towards the Muslim belief that the Prophet Muhammad ¥ had
such an esteem that the heavenly bodies were the gadget or toys in

His hands.

"Look, there is an example for us!

He was expelled from life, like ours:

He was forcing us to trust

That God is speaking through his mouth!

e J,CJ (}/:‘b*c'cc Jpvg“i;/hdfw//é(}dbdﬁ‘L U}CJ
ce U 2l e S P A e S A S
These lines describes that when person presents a new

philosophy in opposition to the society, whether it is the righteous

one, he ultimately has to suffer strong resistance and antagonism.

Likewise When He (¥ brought a totally new religion in the idol

worshiper society , the titans of the society rejected it very

strongly. Even He #¥ with His close relative were restricted to
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Shaib-e-Abi Talib for three years. The people were making
statements that He ¥ deserves all that as a traitor of the society.
Further, the poet says that according to the Arab society His i
only fault is that He is saying to us to trust His words that God is
speaking from His #¥mouth as His message is the truest one.
This is also a reference to the Quranic verse that:

do st 53035 S ousddl £ 63y

Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination.

It is not but a revelation revealed,

(surah najam 53 :3,4) (30)

But the non believers denied that very strongly. Here are the
hardships and sufferings presented which were in the ways of
preaching Allah's message, endured by Him i
Critical Analysis:

Mikhail Lermontov's poem THE PROPHET indicates that the
poet has some knowledge about The Prophet Muhammad ¥ but
his words and feelings are quite reasonable. Being in non Muslim
context it is a very daring step to express inner feelings and
emotions about the ideology which is in contrast to our own. The
poet is quite successful in his effort to highlight the esteem and
high stature of The Prophet #¥ . On the other hand it's a message
for those who blame Islam a religion spread by sword, they should
know that hearts cannot be conquered by force , it's a matter of

behaviour and dealings.
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ABSTRACT: The HAMD written by modern poet Qamar Jamil
has been analyzed for tracing routes of thought content besides
poetic beauty of the same. Hamdia poetry's grandeur reflected in
modern poetry needs appreciation in order to promote religious
sensibility in Urdu literature. The symbolism elaborated in this
article is unique one for Criticism of devotional poetry. This may
help fixing Criticism's standards in line with contemporary literary
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